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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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Speciffcation 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on line 23 of 
page 8, the applicant refers to the door speed V1 as a first speed, however, the 
applicant refers to speed V1 as a third door speed on lines 1-2 of page 9. The applicant 
should avoid referring to the same element of the invention with different language to 
avoid confusion. . 

Appropriate con'ection is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because it includes more than on capital letter. See line 2 
which beings with "A". Appropriate con-ection is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Clainr^ 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Recitations such as "at the door" on line 3 of claim 1 render the claims indefinite 
because they are grammatically awkward and confusing. Is the operation detecting 
mean on the door or merely adjacent the door? Recitations such as "controls" on line 
13 of daim 1 render the claims indefinite because it is unclear what element of the 
invention is being controlled. Recitations such as "the control device" on line 1 of claim 
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3 render the claims indefinite because they lack antecedent basis. Recitations such as 
"is" on line 2 of claim 3 should be changed to -has- to avoid confusion. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kawanobe et al. 727. Kawanobe et al. '727 discloses a door control device comprising 
a door 3 for opening or closing a door opening 1 1 of a vehicle body, a manual operation 
detecting means 35a provided at the door for detecting the manual operation of the 
door, a speed detecting means 61 for detecting a door speed when the door is opened 
or closed, a driving means 54 for driving the door, a clutch 56 disposed between the 
driving means and the door for allowing or prohibiting a driving force to be transmitted 
from the driving means to the door, and a control means 7 for controlling the clutch 
based on an operation state of the door detected by the manual operation detecting 
means and the door speed detected by the door speed detecting means. Since the 
clause "wherein ... the first value" on lines 13-17 of claim 1 is not set forth as being part 
the function of the control means, it has been interpreted to functional language. In 
other words, the control means only need be capable of functioning as set forth in the 
clause "wherein ... the first value". The control device engages the clutch when a 
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predetermined time lias elapsed (see step S67 and lines 34-43 in column 11). The 
manual operation detecting means is a handle switch 35a. The speed detecting means 
61 includes a speed sensor. The control means includes a CPU 71 . 

Claim ReJecVons - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
inventton was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over ### in 
view of Itami et al. Kawanobe et al. '727 is silent concerning a timer, ROM and RAM. 

However, Itami et al. discloses a controller for controlling a sliding door 
comprising a timer (see line 25 of column 13), ROM and RAM (see line 46 of column 9). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the CPU 
of Kawanobe et al. 727 with a timer, ROM and RAM, as taught by Itami et al., to 
decrease the number of chips on the circuit board and to provide a means for storing 
data about the characteristics of the door, respectively. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kawanobe et al. '837 and '836, Shimura et al. Noda et al., 
Fukumoto et al. and Yokonrrari are cited for disclosing a control system for a sliding 
door. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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